FO

0006 -

Contribution ID : 54

From a centralized to a distributed access
to water data in France using open-source
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Al the actors of the water domain in France organized on a conmmon protocol since
1993, have adopted in 2005 common rules to inprove the access to water data. The
application of these rules will progressively lead to a nore efficient data

di ssemination process. One exanple is the geoportal of the Sandre

http://sandre. eaufrance.fr/.

Since 1993, a comunity on the water domain in France has been organi zi ng the access
to water data. Covering marine water, groundwater and surface water, all partners
have agreed on a comon protocol. One of the main goal is to achieve to comunicate
bet ween partners using a comon | anguage for water named "Sandre". First design on a

conmon semantic (codification, data nodels, dictionnaries, ...), the Wter
Informati on System for France has extended this interoperability to technical issues
(protocols, webservices, ...). In 2005 was published the guideline for the Water

Informati on System for France architecture taking into account all on-going
initiatives at EU level like WSE or INSPIRE and at international |evel |ike OGC,
WBC, QASIS,

On this step by step approach, progress to access to the data on a distributed way
will be inproved based on existing system adoption of a SOA, pronpting use of
opensour ce software, delivering free public access to water data in France in a
consi stent way.

Fol l owi ng 2 years of prototyping and analysis of systems, different projects are

i mpl enenting these rules today. One exanple is the geoportal for water data of the
Sandre. This webmapping application is using Mapserver/Cartoweb and only webservices
to display, query and export data to provide access to water data references (river
network, monitoring stations, infrastructures, ...). The interface use WM and WS
services to connect to the data publish by producers. The long termobjectivs is to
avoi d the nmanual data collection process
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