FO

006 4k-ree And Open Sour ce Softwe

Contribution ID : 144

An Appraisal of FOS3G Scenario in
Asian Region

Thursday 14 Sep 2006 at 08:30 (00h30))

Free and Open Source Software for Geoinformatics (FOSS4G has grown in scope and
popularity in the Asian Region. Many individuals, institutions and private conpanies
have found a good business case for FOSS4G In this presentation we highlight

rel evance of FOSS4G and al so di scuss about the benefits of FOSS4G solutions in the
Asian context. Further, we discuss some of the nmgjor tasks that have been undertaken
to pronote the use of FOSSAG in Asia that include

-Software Internationalization and Localization

- Devel opnent of prototype applications to denpbnstrate FOSSAG capabilities to | oca
and regi onal audi ences

- Sof t war e Packagi ng and Custoni zation for |ocal and regional needs

-Trai ning, Support and Devel opnent of e-Learning Contents in |ocal |anguages

- Support Open standards and Open access to geospatial data in region

The above activities have not only conpl enented and strengthened col |l aborative
efforts initiated by the Qpen Source Ceospatial Foundation but also helped in

i ncreasi ng awar eness about FOSS4G and speed-up adoption in education, industry,
governnent and non-profit organi zations in Asian region

Proprietary software vendors have been very successful in harnessing the rich pool of
talent that is available in the Asia region. Sonme collective thought needs to be
focused on ways and neans of canalizing the creativity and ingenuity of software
devel opers in the Asian region into devel opi ng FOSS4G sol uti ons. Qur experience over
t he past decade in research and teaching using FOSS4G has led us to firmy believe
that has the potential not only to support capacity building but also to stinulate

i ndi genous software enterprises in Asia, and thereby enriching input to the gl oba
FOSS4G conmuni ty.

Conpl eted ny Masters in Geology India and noved to Japan for pursuing ny doctora
research in CGeoi nformatics. Have been using, devel oping and pronoting FOSS4G si nce
1994. Presently, Professor of Geoinformatics at Gsaka City University, Japan
Pursui ng research on Spatial Database Systens and al so i nvolved in pronoting



FOSS4GE OSCGeo in the Asian region.
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