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Development of Web-based GIS
applications as support for an Integral
rehabilitation of the Historical Center of
Havana, Cuba.

The City of Havana was founded in the early 16th century. It treasures up a

remar kabl e heritage of urban and architectural nmonunments located in its Historica
Centre, which has an area of 2.1 square kilometres and a total of 3.500 buil dings,
the seventh part of which is considered to be of great historical value. The
Historical Centre was declared a World Cultural Heritage site in 1982. The City

Hi storian's Ofice (CHO was founded in 1938, as a pioneer institution in the
transformati on of heritage preservation and defence of the national identity. Over
the last ten years, the CHO has devel oped and inplenented a very novel managenent
pattern. Human resources have been trained and an organi zational structure with
speci fic divisions and a manageri al system have been created and consolidated. This
structure was devel oped to conduct a process covering strategically integrated

envi ronmental planning - (including the econony-society-territory-habitat) - to the
physi cal recovery of buildings and urban spaces. In this conplex rehabilitation work,
G S applications play a key role as support in the decision-naking process, in the
devel opment of public e-service applications and in the pronotion and di ssem nation
of the main historical and heritage values. The devel opnent of web-based open source
G S applications are very suitable alternatives to reduce costs and to

guarantee a rapid devel opnent and depl oyment of applications. This presentation shows
the GS application devel opnent strategy, as well as its main characteristics and
results. This work was supported by the Swiss Agency for Devel opment and Cooperation
(SDC) .
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