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IMPORTANCE OF FREE GEO SPATIAL
DATA FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

T CGeographic®” is the right word for graphic presentation -- maps -- of features
and phenonena on or near the Earth's surface. " ~Ceospatial, ~° (or "“spatial ")
also refers to data about Earth features and phenonena, but the data are not
necessarily graphically presented. Many geoprocessing applications do not involve a

human-readabl e map on a display. "~"A S~ (CGeographic Information System is just
one of many technol ogi es used to create, nanage, store, analyze and display
geospatial data. "~ Ceoprocessing, = is nmore inclusive, referring to G S and also to

systems for Earth inmaging, navigation, facilities managenent, digital cartography,
Locati on Based Services, spatial database operations, and surveying and nmappi ng.
The free geo spatial data is necessary because cooperation is necessary to solve
the difficult interoperability issues in the geospatial marketplace. Sone user
needs, such as the need to share and reuse geodata in order to decrease costs, get
nore or better information, and increase the value of data hol dings, can only be
addressed by cooperation anmong technol ogy users and providers. This paper describes
about the inportance of the free geospatial data for devel oping countries |ike

I ndi a.

Geodata can be potentially any information that describes the |ocation of something
in physical space. Ceodata can be literal inmages of spatial things - aerial

phot ographs taken from specially rigged aero planes, or satellite inagery taken
from'earth observation' satellites. Geodata can be cartographic images that are
designed to look like things in physical space, enphasizing certain 'features' that
are nost useful to the intended user of the map - street maps for cities, or
contour maps for exploring the countrysi de. CGeodata can be your |location as
neasured by the d obal Positioning System (GPS); geodata can be your address;
geodata can be any kind of information that has a ?spatial conponent?.This geo
spatial data is very use full for to developing the all sectors like water
resources, transportation, tel ecomunication and electrical. Mst countries have

a ?National Mapping Agency? (NMA) that collects and nanages geodata on behal f of

di fferent governnent departnents. Al the napping agencies are nade col |l aboration
with research institution, research centers and industries for sharing the
geospatial data and innovative ideas. Due to this collaboration optinmal solution of
the particular problemis evaluated. The Open Geodata Manifesto tal ks about the
soci al and econoni c reasons why open access to geodata should be considered a

ree And Open Sour ce Softwe



right, not a privilege. Utimately, all state-collected information should be
openly available, in a structured nmachi ne-readabl e fornmat. Because there weren't
standards really designed for collecting data froma lot of different, potentially
unreliable sources, Open street map had to create its own. As the industry
standards bodi es wake up to the new things that people want to do with maps and
geodata, their own standards are inproving, changing in ways that nake it easier
for people to wite software to share geodata between each other. To building the
open and free geospatial data will help the devel opnment of all Kkinds of
infrastructure in devel oping country.
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