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O acl e Dat abase 10g Express Edition (Oracle Database XE) is an entry-level, snall-
footprint spatial database that's free to devel op, deploy, and distribute; fast to
downl oad; and sinple to admnister. Oracle Locator is a feature of Oracle XE that
provi des core geospatial functionality needed to depl oy |ocation-based services
(LBS) and A S solutions, from business intelligence web portals and CRMto
utilities, transportation, and | and nmanagenent applications. Locator is supported
by the | eading commercial and open source G S and LBS technol ogi es, including
MapServer, MapGui de, GeoServer, GeoTools, GRASS, GDAL, and Deegree. Wth Oracle
Dat abase XE, devel opers, |SVs, DBAs, and students can now devel op and depl oy
geospatial applications with a powerful, proven, industry-leading infrastructure
that has been adopted by 80-90% of mediumto | arge organi zations using spatial

dat abase nmanagenent systens, such as state and | ocal governnent portals, national
cadasters, and insurance conpani es. This paper highlights the val ue propositions
for using this free database for devel opi ng robust geospatial applications: easy,
open access to |location assets across users, departnents, organizations; and
secure, nmanageabl e, perfornmant data managenent. |t also provides an overvi ew of
the Locator capabilities in Oacle Database XE, including an open spatial data
type; SQL-based |l ocation queries and anal ysis such as proxinmty, nearest neighbor,
and di stance; and conpliance with the OGC Sinple Features for SQ, 1SO and SQ./ M
speci ficati ons.
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