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In 2000 forest mnisters of Canada's federal, provincial and territorial governnents
initiated the devel opnment of Canada's National Forest Information System (NFI S
Canada) to respond to national and international reporting commitnents on

sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent.

The devel opnent and application of open source software has allowed NFIS Canada to
depl oy a Canada wi de web-based Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) conpliant
distributed interoperable infrastructure at a very nodest cost. The adoption of
open source solutions as one of its business nodels was driven by the requirenent
that NFI S Canada (1) be based on international standards, (2) be vendor neutral, (3)
mnimze licensing costs, (4) minimze inpact on partner business practices and (5)
support conmon services delivered over a comon interoperable distributed
infrastructure. |In support of its open source business nodel NFIS Canada has been a
participant in the devel opment of the OGC conpliant version of University of

M nnesota (UMN) MapServer and Chaneleon. NFIS is cooperating with Canada's National
Land and Water Information Service (NLWS) in the specifications and devel opment of
Geol i nked Data Access Service (GDAS) and a web based generalized statistical summary
reporting system (GSSRS). NFIS has |led the devel opnment of the data donmin service
(DDS), the distributed spatial analysis architecture (DSAA), the distributed access
control system (DACS) and is currently working on a nunber of services that will be
open sourced. In addition NFIS Canada is using Post@ S, Postgress, Ka-Map, WKkiCalc
and ot her open source products and it is distributing an open source OGC

conpliant ?SDI-in-a-Box? based on MapServer and Chanel eon.

NFI'S currently supports an infrastructure serving 14 jurisdictions and conprised of
20 nodes located in 16 cities |located across Canada with 2 enterprise |evel
conputing arrays, 2 help centres and 5 devel opnent teans. The conti nued expansion of
the infrastructure will be prinmarily based on open source sol utions.
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