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Two exanpl es of web maps that use postgreSQ.- Post G S- Geoserver as the backend

Wil e the open source comunity has devel oped nmany powerful server-side tools for
di stributing geographic data and maps on the web, many client interfaces are often
I acki ng, which can sour a user's experience and interfere with the presentation of

the data. In sone cases the client interfaces offer too little functionality to
all ow exploration of the data; in other cases there is so nmuch functionality that the
user is overwhel ned. O her concerns relate to the adoption of certain technol ogies

WIl a user take the time to find and install the SVG plug-in? |s JavaScript
enabl ed? Does the user have Java on their machine?

Adobe Fl ash is one of the technol ogi es a desi gner can choose to deliver geographic

data and maps. Through the Flash scripting | anguage, a high level of interactivity
can be conbined with attractive graphics to provide a rich user experience. Flash

can conmuni cate with open source web map services via XM. and display the requested
geographic data in both raster (WWB) and vector (WS) formats. The Flash ?player?

plug-in is on 97% of internet-enabled conputers worl dw de.

We have used Flash for many web nmapping tools; here we present two exanples that use
Post @ S and Geoserver, both of which are open source, as the backend. The

Pennsyl vani a Cancer Atlas di splays choropleth maps, cunul ative frequency plots, and
tabl es showing the rates of various cancers for the counties of Pennsylvania. The
maps, plots, and tables are all dynanmically linked. The Soil Extent Mapping tool
shows the acreages and geographi c extent of over 22,000 soil series in the United
States, and allows searches by series name and soil taxonony.
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