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GeoNet wor k opensource is a standards based and decentralized spatial information
nmanagenent environnent, designed to enabl e access to geo-referenced dat abases,
cartographic products and rel ated netadata froma variety of sources, enhancing the
spatial information exchange and sharing between organi zations and their audience,
using the power of the Internet. This approach of geographic information managenent
provides a wide community of spatial infornation users with easy and tinely access to
avai |l abl e spatial data and to existing thematic nmaps that support infornmed

deci si on- maki ng.

The mai n goal of the GeoNetwork opensource software is to inprove the accessibility
of a wide variety of data, together with the associated information, at different
scal e and fromnultidisciplinary sources, organized and docunented in a standard and
consi stent way.

GeoNet wor k opensource has initially been devel oped by the Food and Agricul ture
Organi zation of the UN, the UN Wrld Food Program The UN Environment Programe and
is rapidly expanding its project comunity beyond the UN system
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