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Oxford ArchaeologyOxford Archaeology

● independent archaeolog y  and heritag e 
practice

● 2 5 0  s taff
● founded in 1 9 7 3
● educational charity
● s trateg ic com m itm ent “O pen Archaeolog y”



Open ArchaeologyOpen Archaeology

O pen data
O pen s tandards

O pen Source



Open SourceOpen Source
● m aking /developing  our own s oftware open 

s o urce
● us ing  open s ource s tuff:

Linux (SuSE) NX
Solaris Python
O penO ffice.org FreeMind
Alfres co PD FC reator
Jo om la G anttProject
LifeRay Pos tg reSQ L

(and s ome G IS b its . . .)
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Spatial DataSpatial Data

● Lands cape s urveys
● His toric m aps  
● Aerial photos  & 

g eophys ics
● Site plans
● Artefact 

d is trib utions
● Finds
● Analys is

N



Legacy: ArcGIS and AutoCADLegacy: ArcGIS and AutoCAD

● Pros
– Eas ier to find staff
– Wide support base
– Lots  of extra features

● C ons
– C ost (but C HEST 

ag reement)
– C ross- formatting
– Interoperability
– Backwards  compatibility
– Published s tandards



A Spatial Data Infrastructure?A Spatial Data Infrastructure?

Spatial DB

Web services Desktop GIS

Server



The ChallengesThe Challenges
● C hoice
● O verlap
● Standards
● Updatab ility
● Functionality
● Staff Training
● D ocum entation
● C hang ing  s pecs
● Leg acy m ig ration
● Independent review
● Platform- dependence
● File s tructures /formats

?



The Big QuestionThe Big Question

How do you g et the 
BIG

 picture?



3 Proposals3 Proposals

An independent reporting  web g roup

An ab s tract SD I fram ework

G eneric m odels



http://thehumanjourney.net/

e x p lo rin g  th e  h u m a n  jo u rn e y

http://thehumanjourney.net/
http://thehumanjourney.net/

